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Oh what a night = J

THERESA SMITH

HE SUCCESSFUL, award-

winning Broadway jukebox

musical first opened in 2005

and has successfully toured
the world, but this will be the first
time it reaches South Africa.

Jersey Boys tells the story of the
formation, success and eventual
split of the 1960s rock band, The
Four Seasons.

The South African crew had a
successful opening in Singapore at
the beginning of the year and now
travel to Cape Town from Joburg,
where they played at Montecasino.

When they got back to the
Joburg run in February; resident
director Anton Luitingh (pictured)
had to run the entire cast through
their paces from scratch.

While the Singapore run had
given them a chance to get started
and polish their act, that audience
responded differently.

“It is such an American product,
which we as South Africans would
have access to, to movies like The
Godfather and The Sopranos, we
understand that genre.

“It’s not to say that people in
Singapore didn’t —a lot of our
audiences were tourists coming in
from around the world or expats.

“So the response was great, but
generally the Asian audience didn’t

Say ‘Jersey Boys’ and the average person goes
‘huh?’ Then you say, ‘It's the music of Frankie Valli
and the Four Seasons’ and you get a couple of
oh’s. Then you sing, ‘oh what a night, late
December back in ‘63" and everyone starts

singing along with you ...

get it as much,” Luitingh explained.

The musical is presented, at least
initially; in a documentary style:
“Each of The Four Seasons has an
opportunity to share his perspective
on what actually happened in
their story and represent each
season.

“Tommy DeVito starts in spring
and then Bob Gaudio does summer
and moving on and in the end you
have Frankie Valli in winter.

“It also starts in their youth,
and shows their success story.”

Lighting plays a huge role in
ageing the actors, moving from
front lighting to back lighting as
time moves on, and it is a fast-paced,
slick production with actors
changing the scenery.

The production team often use
the word “smash-cut” behind the
scenes, reminiscent of the film
term jump-cut.

For example, as two actors finish

talking to each other, they will

smash-cut into another actor

talking directly to the audience.
“In a day and age when so

many people are obsessed with

multimedia and film and computer

games, Jersey Boys has come to the
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party;” Luitingh explained.

“It’s like watching a (Martin)
Scorsese movie but put on stage
and made slightly bigger.

“Then it’s got this Lichtenstein
pop art style in the background. I
think a lot of people for the first
20 minutes of the show go ‘what is
this?.”

“The Four Seasons’ first big hit,
which is Sherry, only comes in the
47th minute of the musical, then
everyone goes ‘oh’.

“There’s a palpable surprise
every time you hear a hit, one after
the other. Before Jersey Boys came
about, everyone knew their songs,
but they were hidden away. And
it’s turned into this amazingly
successful musical.”

Jersey Boys is dubbed a jukebox
musical because so many of the hits
used can be found on a jukebox,
“but that idea of a jukebox has got
such bad press because people think
it’s almost like a tribute show and
they’re going to see all the greatest
hits of Frankie Valli put together in
this montage of songs with a thin
storyline.

“But it’s almost the opposite, it’s
such a clever, well constructed story
that you sit there and you think
you're watching a play. The thing
about the songs... the songs are
these Jersey boys playing as the
Jersey boy band.
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“When they sing a song it’s
because they found themselves
doing a concert and we’re getting a
glimpse of the actual concert and we
start to understand the emotional
flow of the character.

“Also, the actors talk to the
audience in direct addresses, which
is exactly how the show starts.”

“It’s a novel idea for a musical,
breaking the fourth wall.

“What'’s nice is whenever the
characters struggle to depict
something emotionally to the
audience, they turn it intoa
performance.

“T've always said there are
moments when a group of people
come together and it’s divine
intervention that the right group
of people got together to put on
something that just worked.

“It turned the concept of a
jukebox musical on its head
completely

“It would’ve been easy to put
together a show of the Four
Seasons’ greatest hits and everyone
would’ve been up and dancing, but
this is a serious piece of theatre.”

@ Jersey Boys plays at the
Artscape Opera House from
June 19 to July 13. Tickets range
from R100 to R390 from
Computicket or Artscape
Dial-A-Seat on 021 421 7695.



