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Distinguished dozen

DISCIPLINE A PRIORITY AS ACTRESS
TAKES ON 12 ROLES IN ONE SHOW

BRUCE DENNILL

WHEN Citizen photographer
Refilwe Modise ventured backstage
at the Teatro to capture the Jersey
Boys cast and crew getting ready for
a show, he caught a number of the
actors in various stages of prepara-
tion — warming up their voices,
putting on make-up, stretching and
all the rest.

One cast member he might have
spotted more often than the others
was Carmen Pretorius (below),
who plays no less than 12 different
characters in the show.

Hitting the relevant marks for all
those separate personalities must
have presented a major challenge.

“I've never worked on a show
that needs to be as slick as this one
does,” she agrees.

“There’s a strict blueprint we
have to stick to, and the pace is
unljke any other show I've worked
on.

Does it take a conscious effort to
differentiate all the voices in her
head?

“From the first note, we go into
this mode,” she says.

“We've perfected the routine
now, so there’s an exact pattern. At
one point, for instance, I exit stage
left, take two steps and then stop.
Someone runs past in front of me
on the way to their position, then I
take two steps to the left and stop
again — and another actor rushes
past. I have to keep out of their way
and vice versa”

The backstage costume change
record is apparently just five
seconds — quicker than a Formula
One pit-stop, and with added
hair and fabric involved.

“You sometimes experience
nerves about getting into the
right costume, never mind
the right character,” smiles
Pretorius.

“It was very intimidating when
we began, and I still sometimes
go back out not knowing what I ¢*%
look like. I just have to trust the

amazing at their jobs.”

Some audience members
might assume that Pretorius’s
smaller roles — as a backing dancer,
say — are a breeze, but she
explains that they’re
not.
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“There are so many different eras
involved in this piece,” she says.

“When the show opens, we're
modern French girls, and in the
very next scene, it’s Fifties America.
The body language is very different,
and the way you react to men in
each time period is very specific.”

With all this detail swirling
around in her head, is Pretorius
able to turn off and be another
character — herself — when she goes
home?
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Jersey Boys runs at the
Teatro, Montecasino,
until May 26. Book at
Computicket.

“Separating from the characters
is a bit easier because there are so
many of them,” say the actress, who
played lead roles in High School
Musical and Mamma Mia!.

“Our brief was to concentrate on
portraying each character as if she
was the only one, so we’re con-
stantly changing focus. But it’s easy
to walk off in neutral, as, in the
closing sequence, I'm a dancer in a
white dress and nothing more.




